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little Comedienne of Long Ago Is in California for a Tisit She Tells of the Times When She IMayed

IP' 10ne-Xig- Stands' in the RonghMining Camps, and When, in Following the Trail, She Wore Boy's

,; Clothes, So That She.Might Have No Skirts Over, Which to Trip.

ENJOlt THE SUNDAY-REPUBLI-

ntlo. the' Dresden-chin- a soubrette of
awn Ticket as' and many another thrlll- -

fit thegood old days, is revisiting Call- -

ala, the. scene of her first triumphs, one
irfvlews'the landscape' from a palace car-

Wow the landscape" she aaw first as, a
JUnjr- comedteaoe In Ohe era when ee--

ieVrraveledover the mining camp circuits
Ahorseback..' She owns" a country place.
rlSelredere. a suburb :of Ban- Francisco,

It Is there that she.ls enjoying Califor- -
ls fairy summer. 'KeVTork. the home

& "retirement. Unfairly forgotten In
time, that was
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pure air and the of the Golden
Gat!.

a In
spite of her SJ years, or of them;
and she Is still Lotta Miss Crahr
tree. " Her face la that of, the

woman of 40, who has
the charm and trace "of.

which made .success easy, for her at the
very outset of her career. years
have the waist, the

foot, the and, tha
red flufflneca of her hair.

Lotta .was In her about the same
living presence blossom, Maggie? Mitchell playing
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Lottaisstlll fascinating personality.
because

otherwise

retained,
gesture

Gathering
spared slender well-'turn-

spry movement
golden

heyday
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JACOB

des frow.his
de I would Dorothy Cvarter, on'

neighbprin' plantation, done floutiu' 'gin."
K

.response A'des git an' from.-Becky- .

disclaimer.
Tou',don'mean nb.harm:.you','cy.arn' he'p

.beln' "an well,"; drawing a
tab kep a goln on.

fflm dav'. tpr riav. an- innlwknn'wtit. to' mA
3i.shd is speaktnt de truff. Miss Lucy)
:Becky, she were an' foh.
.some insrio-anc- e '.fectlonfoh her,, an'
uir wu erm now 10 gira-goo- a

chaunce" to 'say.- 'Miss Rebeccai ma'am'.ffln'.
squeaky;' falsetto.' which convulsed'

Lucy and Tom) Vis yo'wlllln' caa'"'lnvyoh'
lot;wId;mlne," In yearthly plUermagetJ
aleans'-- . W'"serb'5'seben'"-yeahsf!.ro- ym lekTl
Masse do foh .Miss Rachel., arid hit
'attaYpctyheay.tW0UL','.8tl!l: the chance
neber. Seem to. come. Marse George." he- say

de insttih 'In hl: own .!fhs - Case 'Mara
George dblnVsomeipooty (tall co'tln' ob his
own m aem-.asya- seem. to. nab
no. obefrashuns yotber trou-
bles. . "j-

- ,.; i .:
, "Well, the, days wearonVan' V

gltnobetUh. Me an' Marse'George boff git
so durapty.dat'dey am' tc use
ery tlmel-Mars- oeorgejeosae in,.an- - des rrow,
his boots clean crost, des
plntally lcnow.dat MlasJDoroaiyrcyarter.'on--

netghborln.. planution. .'done ' Wn, tlouttn'.;
hint rgin. an' my heart des wouWlek tossT;
wtd fecltn'iso achHled;foh.hhni

aaCte;Bob In;
a. mlnclnt Ironical; loner'J'all ob.a
commerce gib me de' o.tt.";an':-ar?- . more f

aiiiiisi. oaa .tuierji wnj va:iuivi.au

BMioMteatsea'

no wei-ooso- piun;sngs)
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"Fanchon. the Cricket' "

and VPawn 210," as professionals
love to call' the plays, are still on the road,

hut their usefulness Is limited to the town-ha- ll

village. herself, says fashion
doesn't make actors or actresses,, and. that
the baby soubrette of comedies like "The
firefly" would again be "In vogue if there
were'anybody to play them. And she cites
the current- - success of Blanche Bates in
"Under. Two Flags.!'

She is still all action and movement, and
In recalling the story of her life over the
footlights talks with smiles and'frowns
hands as well as voice.
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STORY OF VIRGINIA 'BLACK

;Ebery time MaraeGirgec6me'in,-an- ' boots clean,
crbst flo', "des Miss
de; bin him
young mistress. In to sow'ful keep ''way

young, foolish
long: breath "de-m-

ob.my
:Vi-wo- n

a1 high,
to

;dih
Jacob

towds puseeh's

things don

talkln'. vBb-?- .J

would

sudden
to

dallnljtaaVijkBMsjasMB';
git:BM eiwwm'-- r

veteran

Lotta

and

?C

her
Meanwhile Miss Dorothy Cyarter wus des
habln' .a roral . time. aid a bin
crowd of beaux'-alway- s roun' her.-an- ' one,
in speshul, she. des seem to favor.' Young.
MrHo'ward he des be wid her, tw'ell after
while she; 'don' 'peah to' tiab'eyes- fdh' no-

body 'else'; Marse "George' des seem, to dra'p
to. de groun' lek. a ripe pusslmmon, an'-

at-he- pretty feet. He git moodier,
an' "'moodier ebery --,daK, when itt
home,f dough he commenbe Jgoln' roun" wid
de'yothe'r. young ladies In de neighborhood,

n"'twhe'n wis. go. out In, 'sclety 'tbgedder I
always notice" dat Marse George 'bout de
gayes'Bn;.llvelles'-on- dere.' You see'when
he 'go" to dem parties! always go,
long on'' wait' on Marse'George. Well, bin?;
byMaree.aeorge. begin to pay 'tcntlon to a

Miss. Dor- -
Jjnln': De
ole 'Miss.

to W9rry" a
neap ooer-a- e way- venipaone lunn-yui- ,

"doughrshe'dou'say nuffln't .

well, one.-aa- Marse ueorge ues come w
fom a ride, "an, he' walks .up" In de plazxa
an' frow hJsse'f- down on, a bench, while he
lookcroit delflelds. An!-- his 'face, when he
dMnf". fought nobodjV wus lookln', had .'a

trouble.--wishfu- l "'spresslon- - on. It. I wus
.rtanln"- - bV. Koldln'de .mare.-- while Black
SasB rub.aown her; lalgs,; caxe Marse ueorge i
M hard-oat'da- creetur. stooa.'

trtm'ltaajn'coveredi ld; sweat-(doiigh- ..t

e,tederob horse-flesh,- ' or,.fohde:mattah
Ob:'outf;f.;brytblng'ta'"deJoruU'ciatiQn)..

Ceicall,: to 'me,.

liltilfT- - sn'rtrn hn'ilrs'iTrsp'nffrnlilfr hirr7".
Ksrse ueorge overnean.--eJwai- : up io.v.
"sa)6eayo;e;lJr.de;wlndI154.-Ji?Afip- i

JrWemiweUI Jioneyr.'wehf on: Unchj TBobi
4raws,a?,iwtihered hand ver:hls;mlV old

.aooSW :e.-s-- ; iroia

SCBK'O
"Away back In the beginning." she w

"I Was taught to. sing and dance by an
Italian who had come out to. California In.

the rush of the gold fever. I was born In

the East, but my parents came West when
I was a little thing.- - and when gold was

discovered Mrs. Crabtree, my mother, was

keeping a boarding-hous- e at Babbit, crsea,

a mining town.
"Xhl Itnllan arrlvftd In the first stant- -

nede. and he brought a carpet bag of air
castles with him. They toppled over as soon

as he set them up, and he had. to fall nacn
upon his music for a living..

"Ho was full oflt, like many of his race,-an- d

he had the knack of teaching. He" got
up an. orchestra and .led It, and when he

found that I had some talent in that line
he offered to give me lessons. 't take
me long to learn enough to amuse my good-natur- ed

audiences, and I guess Lott was
something of a, success from the .first. At
any rate, I. am proud of one thing I wa
always a star. Even when I was a tiny,
youngster I wa the' 'leading lady" ot

stock company.
For a long time I knew more, about one-nig- ht

stands in the little mining camps

than I did about swell engagements la big

cities. That came later. My training was
barnstorming. Wi used to put up at.cnP
apd give performances In a, tent or cabin
blanket shows, they ato called now..

"I was Just 8 when.,1 started in as .an
amateur In Petaluraa.i At ! I head"
lng a company of my own. I wa a seasoned
success and rich, thanks to my mother,, be-

fore I came of age.
' "Though I did not know what It meant
then, I can look back now and recall the
way" the miners used to go wild 'In those,

ilivi. Ther used to throw t gold Ptecee

and bags of dust and even watcnea orsr m
footlights. I. remember that some Mexican

of the Sierra, camps threw their haU
at me as though I were a bullfighter, and
one man In the same place threw me his
jackknlfe. It was so funny that I stood
still and laughed.

"And hosj I used to work! That was.
what saved me from going tha way ot tha
Infant phenomenon and spoiling when I grew
up. Work, work and I loved It. when I
was not learning and rehearsing I
was on the trail- - or the road going from'
place to place. In lots of places there were
not even stage lines, and I had to travel
on horseback, dressed In boy's clothes.
You. see, I was the goose that laid the
golden eggs in our family, and If a skirt
caught and I. was. hurt, there, was an end
of tho family Income for a time.

"I believe that up to the time that I came
of age I had spent. more ot my professional
career in the saddle than on the stage.

"My mother has always insisted that 1

never afterwards acted so well as I did in
those days. I have often regretted that
the kinetoscope, had not been Invented
then, so that I could see. myself now aa
others saw me then. y Perhaps mother Is
right. I had my gift. andtt'Swaaiblgger
than any art that I' could'learh.'

"Andthat gift.was''' .
. "The gift of comedjr;v(the knack of mak-
ing, people laugh. It makes me furious
when people run, down the gift of comedy.
If you are trying to be. a1 comedian, the
comic gift. Is at, the bottom ot ft the
foundation and'you.can pile all. sorts of art
on fob of .It. It voa are never

j'to show overtbi? crowd. They catl
.CoQtielirV ajgreat. artlsti;'but'ihia art'vwould"

j
N

tfelt so' y foh.her. She. was nifoh de longes.
ah' hebcr see no pus'son'.all dat time. Marse
Georgo des eat hla heart out, an', walk de
piazza- - t'well hit peah would
drap froo, an" I 'speo' he aln" step'- - none
clean up to de fun'raL But he aln'
see her yet. She aln' let her room. An' alt
dat time .he aln' sent her no message, case
dey wus slch a breech 'tween 'em that hit
needed mo'h'n a wohd to heal. He went
cyan to de house an' help wid de 'range-men- ts

ob de fun'ral. but Miss. Dorothy
neverseem"o know dat, beln' as she so HI
in her room, upstairs.

"An' .all' dat time dat no 'count gal, Becky,
des-pla- wtd me'lek'a cat wid a mouse, an'
ebery time I gits wid 'her she des tuhn off'
all my questions twell'l des plum 'stracted.
An.' go wid dat'yallow nlggert I 'clar to
gracious." said Uncle Rob. with rising re-

sentment. "I 'splses a- jailer nigger' to dlaha
day, lek" I does a yaller dorg.

''"

"Wettnm, things boun to corns to a", us

In dlshawohl': con.
pass. One day Miss, who bin goln' baek
.an' forf 'wid MlssCyarteran' Mia Dortthy
In delr' "trouble,' cornel up to Marse Oeerge
an'' sayr " " .. ':' .

" --George, myiscWlaTt;crtr would. Uka
you to meet Mr. I Morse at, her hos
afternoon.' Ah!' .aericTshe went on:to jSy.
som'pln' '.'bout some papers dat de
had ler;. what;ueed't some to. loo
after dim IV dan'-.tcnn- rnutf 'hbut
of dem klnVto splaln-'sackl- y What, bat dt
don' Bjfek no diaruace.Hlt oa sotne kw

bhrneas or 'nother, an'. Mars
:ober to de BOttsa

Mlse.DorotBy).;JAi'
MlesgoVOTvtb'aay-j'AnVGeorg.wtU-y- o

WndlyvsethltAorhy."roBa.rw
ro)lln'Vn-"'-hU.- IMVBlaV.Veil SB- -

.u ti to MsTMwVon jthojisisif
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not be worth a cent If he did not have thai
comic gut at the bottom. I am past my
stage days, my dear, and I can talk about
my career freely. That, wa all that I had,
except a bit of good. looks, and that was
enough."

"Even after I arava im Tnpino-- . Vnriiv
performer and took to real niivi T 'nw'
Plenty of 'opery-hous- e' travel. I remem
ber one performance of "Th T'lii.'-na- .

tectlve" that was given In a place that
contained Just one of 'opery-house- s'

In that play. I. as a dptHvo hiini. .

do-- n a murderer. The onnr hnmtt,- -. ho.t
been done to death, and It wa my 'busi-
ness to do tKe VlUlan In tho .am. n;'.nn.r
In a thrilling climax the .dead body o'f the

uy ,n question - noated across a watery,
background. Which was supposed to, satis-
fy the audience aa 'to what became ot her.

one trick of the thln'r h. ,

reposed very oomfortably on a sofa rolled
across the stage by a man with a rope,-Bu- t

on this awful night I mention it wa
discovered at the last minute thue thr
wasn't a foot of rona In the thHi. 'vmn.
ertles and property men were not-- per--,

ftcted. then as now. Shows, were mot Im-
promptu. So as I stood upon the stag
Imagine my feelings when I heard the
dead' lady shriek: 'How dare you grafc'my,
iiki xou are puiung ltl i tell my hus-

band r "'

"Well. I Just .hacMo, stop. andVlaugji.' Ot
oburse, the audience did. too. Might aa:
well, when you eut'mmr , . t
like to; laugh, anyway, ffhafs what keeps.
"'young.
"It wasn't' tmtn X uii t, t ,'--i

tny'New Tork'debufc NlMo'sOardta' was
the place, and I was pretty proud, 7of
course, when X was successful in, 'h5
Tork."

totta's business. lntarastmn n iri.,
f4he nhM m. thmMt u' d... .
apartment-house- s in New York, and Is saldj.
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A good story of Is one
that to relate as a Joke on
which while he was in the Senate.

with a. few was
in the part of the

and with an old who, while
he paid a great deal of to the fu-

ture and
Seemed to' him In; the light of pure

aa a. mere equal, and for whom
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General' Harrison

heused
occurred

General friends;
hunting northern State,:

stopped farmer,
attention
n

regard

General- Harrison greatest

BY

fresh air, and a drive would do 'her a world
ob good poor glrll" T

'Where Is then,' Marse George
ask wid a scowl, 'and why does he not take
her out now If she Is able to go? .Do you
want me' to force myself Ion Dorothy like
a bird of evil omen, with a crape vellT An'
he laugh: an' it soun' mo ha'sh den I ever
heah Marse George laugh. 'No, mother; I'll
go. and attend to Mrs. Carter's'

but as for any
there Is 'Bob; send them by him.'

'Oh, George,' ole Miss say, wtd a kin'
ob sob, how hard you are still on poor Dor-
othy. If you could but see her,' while ob'er
Marse George face nb

foh a minute,' den he. answer:.
'I am not hard on her. lira'

grieved for her, God knows. But she .does
not love me no''ss ole Miss start to bre'k
'h.here. 'No, mother, .you need say noth-
ing,' and den he went on .an' rant some

t. V?rvw-iyf5t'jo.jr?- ,

kind' talk 'bout Mlss.Dordthy liebcr' hob
tub hint; dat-.-.sh- choose: anudder In .pref- -.

funce to''hlssVt:an, ,'he warn' goln' to foce

tlsee'f In. heh preeunce add to de onr
fo'm.by

would renin ob, delr ps'
rekittoM'todee each v,When dey, has,
te say, A

deugh he all dlsha wid
soun'; he sigh at time,. hW

so haggard de dl.':!
run down Miss's face, .an;

hrai ;an'put;hehi ahms ,roun"
hi seek kiss ska ssy. 00, my:
so,'-- ; a'-s- h know.
Siik ill

hlsse'r
.f .hel-As;- ', the In. his.

,to be worth more than a million dollars;.
She now amuses .herself with her muslo,
pets and and when asked.'if she
has retired for all. time she replies by say-
ing that her property keeps .busy and
that sbe Is happy In having "given up the
grind while still 'young enough to enjoy'
life. r4SH9Jissslsssssssl
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GENERAL HARRISON AS "DOG" LAWYER.

himself,'

Harrison,

President, statesman.

democracy
showed;-th- e

'friendship.

" "

certainly,
business", personal'

"

dere"pass'a 'spress'lon
turrlblepaln

"

an
aapstonees shesuKefh' anything-wha- t

sseet.'.he tlme..:nuff.'

.'di'same.

ainuden

sheicesa,
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The farmer,. as It happened, had for some

ittme been engaged in a controversy with, a
neighbor Inregard-t- o a dog, whose' sheep-killi- ng

propensities had often caused old
man" considerable worry; and- - the animal's,
depredations at last brought; Ms owner. Into
a lawsuit. The trial was set' down, for a
hearlng.whlle General was In the.
neignDornooa,- - ana ine- - rarmer, nnaersrana--
i'ng that his visitor was considered one of
the best lawyers: In
to take up the case.--Gene- Harrisoncon- -
sented.and drove over, to the. nearest, town

FOR RSCfflt: '

atter Marse. George to'- off,
from- - Becky, kaze she was ober at

Miss Dorothy's at de time, waltln' on her
(an' Becky den tub de groun' 'le'etle- Miss
Dolly' walk on. and dats de truft).'- -

"Mlss Dolly was a settln' in her p'ooty
'bureau-draw- 'r (I bellebe dat was .what dey
call dem little parlors In dem days) .wid ail
her beau'ful'halr hangln' ober her shoul'er?.
an' Becky" was des bresbln" It out an'
talkln' to her, an'-- ' tryin' to hearten'- her
up; when de serbant announce, 'Marse
George Fitshugh,' an' befo' Miss Dolly"

eben stan' up,--. dere stood Marse
George befo' In de do'way, "white" an
strange looktn.

"Honey;" nald Uncle Bob, breaking off In '

way. Just this crisis, to
digress, "In dem days when, dey was a fuss
'twlxt young lovers, peoples was more per-
verse In delr ways, an' habln' less freedom
ob talk-da- dey do in dese days, hit'peahed
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the next day with the farmer. HI eloqueans;
caught the .Jury, which returned, a. Terdtet
ra favor of the farmer .without leavttg.the
courtroom. The farmer was greatly pleaiil
st the result of :the suit--

---t; thought yon was s, pretty good dog
lawyer." he kept repeating to" General Har-
rison, all the way back to the farm, Taad
if. ever that dog gets me into trouble again
I'm. 'goto bt to send for yon, 'cause I; don't
believe you can-b- e beat .on dog cases." ;

General Harrison enjoyed' the lnddeat' lea- -,

mensely; and never Uredor telling; the story.
SenUneL. 'v ViV;.. ,
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abroad over the fair face of nature with
his misty, g, old eyes, stroking on
trembling hand softly down the baek "at th '
.other In a while Miss
Lucy urged Impatiently: "Do go on,
TJncte 3ob: please' "Wellem. den Becky
fix: up Miss Dorothy and she an' Kara
George go" out foh a drive. Me an ole
Miss des wait at home an 'boat, dusk
Marse George cam

" 'All right. Georger old Mis say, 'All . v
right, mother, thank God,' Mrse'Oeorg'
say; kissing-her- . on de cheek.

"Den .1 follow: him up to hi rooas, as'
ax him:' 'Marse George, please, r..lssjM

'dat moh'nln velldat patch up- d Tied
'tween you . Dor'thy: I feela call -
on to use hit. myse'f !' Marse George larf
twlil de tears came". In his eyes.-ah'- - h
say; '

" 'AH right, again. Bob; '.!
tilrge to do ad. but 'the 'end appears t
Justify the means; here It. Is.'' hsn'tn swot' '

.veil roll' up in paper. 'Miss sent fcV

back to mother.' " ' ' .

'.Vllss Lucy," said Uncle Bob. la an iss-- "

portant manner, "maybe you . wouldn't
b'iebe" me. but I des trow dat veil ober gay
ahm walk' Into. Miss Rebecca's' presages '

to' "my eou'age nab time oft ' ..

" Miss Rebecca. I say. 'dlsha da moh'nha:
veil Marse George tuk to Miss Dolly dials...
evenl'n'.

" 'Dat .aln. no news, me,' "Becky say,
to'ssln' dem plats ob her'nT t
"'I now brings daVvell'to-yoU-

i sex, feeling, de cou'ilgo trlchUsf .

down my. back... -

" 'What In the name ob .Jawd. doe
'spqsel wants' wtd a moh'nln" veil? Becky "

screeched out. in a kin' ob 'pasatoai,.Tat4 kj '

des lek a ole ghoul!" .'j..' '

'"Wid dt Ides
fu'yous .wid Becky" dat .Ij'deis froo --dat tB

the flo' an' mighty nlgb.rtosap-firsj-l'it- ,'

an' I loses .my skeer ob' htr'nuff.tovhoBaf1
out:- -
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'spec you.hab.eye .to.se ft
; a mile stone, but l,dld thought y,'.-.-l

sense nun to-

An heah I
Marse Jacob
heah'.'ye'aus!!-"- '

see dsyllght
ben seryln-fo- h you. ej It

Joh;MlwiRachl--

youiln des go.on serben. a resf. p
yd', life, ef you keep onec'in lek-f- :

1 doln' oblste-.-'aneln- '. gt.de!spji'',
-- Becky mutter-out- . an dtn.ketek:'!

I anVstcpi- -
---

'' - . .,, ' KxeC '
"Den I begins to see-- oAyligkt;-- !

", jT
I

dat-d- e quality ' bin vUicdrin'sJt ;.

hesh:, yeah?; Why;' Becky. ;i;deitsay
via
heart' wus to .sersv fob heh." I. tas. ssk

I MarseVJaoob do Vfoh .MlseJKsieliefci I
j.'clsr" to gracious 1 b'n da'be lttMhsr
J wuk: fob dlsha geerathm!,' Ab'I sjwtM,
I wait ho longer foh my; I: do sta--

sn'dst sarWn' ;wxrtes;ye,'h'.s,'i4ssjt
- you? 'An' Tides tell yeu rtghtl heah.- - aTMaV

harder to mck up. Ah'-- but foti oie Mft.-'?feI,"..,- J 'b'--

request to Marse George; dIsiatroUble.faout.i;t,JJ ' !..& ; "e,r
cr'Bone'On. uo.' foh de'lomres'." nan .; ..!--. -,- -

V'Oh. do go on., Uncle .Bob," groaned "Miss: 1 'l;s,plntaBy. ;'owdat:I Beberjl
'wsltt no; sebfn.yeshs debee'; at
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"Wellem" resumed-- the 'Mors- - teller. 'dre','w.t.',-.Jfh;.'aJ'- g A"-!.!
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tat he, nebber'gotriio' farter: Mis Dolly, llilJf ii
thinly, dee-de- , minute" s: .'--
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